
Lala shows off 
paintbrush-
shank she made. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
rison guards guided her into a small room 
where journalists waited.  Her fingers 
painted black, head shaven and 
paintbrush-shank up her sleeve. Lala 

Drona takes one long breath and awaits questions 
from the media.  

 The emerging artist convicted for muse 
abuse has become one of the most enigmatic 
figures the art world has seen in recent years.  As 
her name suggests, la ladrona, or the thief in 
Spanish, her artistic process is to steal and copy, 
denying any responsibility for the work she 
creates.  

Her recent Lala Laboratory scandal has 
put her in top discussions in art forums and in art 
magazine headlines.  The artist trespassed onto 
private property to give journalists a falsified tour 
of the underground lab in order to avoid media 
questioning about recent complaints of muse 
abuse.  The authorities of the Art Guild 
have decided to crack down on “bad” 
artists, sentencing Lala to at least two 
months in a Paris Art Prison (PAP).  Lala 
agreed to give only one interview.   
 
J:  How are you holding up in here? 
L: Like a fish in water. 
 
J: Let me be more specific.  Can you 
describe your experience in art jail? 
L: I attend a lot of workshops.  They’re 
teaching me how to use my own ideas to 
create. Something that doesn’t come so 
natural to me.  (She  

 
sighs).  I fought another artist yesterday.  He caught me 
stealing one of his ideas so we got into it.  He backed off 
once I pulled out my paintbrush shank.  Where I come 
from, if you have a good idea, you fight for it. 
 
J: What do you think about the judge finding you guilty of 
Muse torture? 
L:  I am guilty by the standards of the Art Guild.  I did 
abuse muses, and I tried to cover it up with a fake tour 
of the Lala Laboratory.  However, I do not admit that 
these actions were wrong.  That’s who I am; that’s what I 
do.  I’m Lala Drona and I steal, I cheat, I torture.  I’m not 
one of those artists that sat around in art school and 
learned how to be good.  I fended for myself as an artist; 
I create the only way I’ve known how.  I rob ideas and I 
cover up the ugly truth with beautiful lies.  
 
J: You describe creation as if it were a requirement to 
live.  What is creation for you?► 

P 

“I refuse to be a 
page in someone 
else’s history 
book.” 

Lala Drona in Art 
Prison next to 
fan comment on 
prison wall. 

Queen of Drones, the thief, the liar, 
L’enfant terrible de l’art (art bully), 
the muse abuser…an all-around art-
villain!  Lala Drona gets locked away 
but continues to dig her own escape 
into the art world. 
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L: It’s my form of nourishment.  When you 
are hungry but are not given nourishment, 
what else can you do but steal what you 
find?  I steal other’s ideas because I don’t 
have my own.  I steal them and tell their 
story on the canvas.  I tell it my own way 
because I refuse to be another page in 
someone else’s history book. 
 
J: Where did the name Lala Drona come 
from? 
L: It came from the woman that first 
exposed me to the arts, Lapa Trona.  She 
helped me accept my dark side and draw 
strength from it.  She’s sort of a maternal 
figure. 
 
J:  Do you feel you have changed since 
being admitted into PAP?   
L:  I have not changed, but have more 
realized that I am on the correct path.  

Who’s to say that the way I create art is of anyone’s 
business?  I mean, it’s not like I killed anyone.  Not like 
that British artist in here that slaughtered thousands of 
butterflies to create his works of art.  I heard Gaga 
recently went to trial because she came down with a 
case of the Fame Monster on stage and vomited on 
someone.  Are we punishing artists for being sick too?  
Who is the Art Guild to tell us how to create? 
 
J: Some would say you are an emerging villain in the art 
world.  How would you respond? 
L: Sometimes you have to be a little bad to remind the 
rest of the world of what’s good. 
 
J: What do you plan to do when you leave Art Prison? 
L:  Lock myself up in my house and create.  Hopefully 
come September, I will be out of here, ready to meet up 
with my loyal Drones, Muses and Motivation Monster.  
Until then, I’m trying to remember what a gypsy in a 
Chilean café once told me.  It’s dangerous to follow 
anyone who knows where they’re going.■ 

“Sometimes you 
have to be a little 
bad to remind the 
rest of the world of 
what’s good.” 

“Never follow 
anyone who 
knows  where  
they are going.” 

Lala Drona in prison 
uniform by Paris Art 
Prison.  
Spring/Summer 
collection 2014. 

Th
e D

ar
k S

id
e o

f A
rt 

35│ LD Times 


